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KMCPC Members: 

  Vince Carahaly, Chair 

  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
Veronica McKissack, County Commissioner Liaison 

John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison Alternate 

  Joel Amos 
Sandra Bliesener 

Steven Cook 

Kathy Eickholt 
Sean Flora 

Rebecca LaDuca  

  Karl Westra 
 

Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, March 4, 2021 

 

PLACE OF MEETING: Electronic via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vince Carahaly, John Gisler, Sean Flora, Kathy Eickholt, Steven 

Cook, Karl Westra, Rebecca LaDuca, Martin Janssen 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED/ABSENT: Heather Ricketts, Joel Amos/Veronica McKissack, Sandra 

Bliesener 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, KMCPC staff; Rachael Grover, County technical 

support for the Zoom meeting; Lisa Henthorn, Deputy County 

Administrator - External Services. 2 public. 

  

I. Call to Order – Roll Call 

Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:03 pm 

and stated that the meeting is recorded. 

 

Roll call with location by Chair Carahaly: 

 

Vince Carahaly – Richland Township, Kalamazoo County 

John Gisler (alt) – Pavilion Township, Kalamazoo County 

Sean Flora – Mackinac Island 

Kathy Eickholt – Cooper Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

Steven Cook – Oshtemo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

Karl Westra – Oshtemo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

Rebecca LaDuca – City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County 

Martin Janssen – Cooper Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

All in Michigan 
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II. Members Excused/Absent 

Heather Ricketts, Joel Amos/Veronica McKissack, Sandra Bliesener. 

 

III. Additions, deletions or changes to the Agenda 

NA 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

Chair asked for any objections to the agenda. There were no objections, and the Chair 

stated that the agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

  

V. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Westra, seconded by Mr. Janssen to approve the minutes of the December 

3, 2020 KMCPC meeting. Chair asked for any objections to the provided draft minutes. 

With no objections, the Chair declared the meeting minutes approved by unanimous 

consent. 

 

VI. Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

 

VII. Discussion and/or Action items 

 

1. Leroy Township, Calhoun County: Proposed 2021 Leroy Township Master Plan. Staff 

review - Action Item. 

 

Staff presented the written Staff Review included in the packet and noted that both 

zoning and future land use categories along Leroy Township’s shared border with Climax 

Township were consistent in both townships (Agricultural.) 

 

Chair Carahaly requested that going forward, staff would inform the respective County 

Board Commissioner in the neighboring municipalities regarding proposed staff 

recommendations for Master Plans, including the neighboring municipalities whose 

borders touch just by a shared corner point on the border. 

 

Motion by Ms. Eickholt, seconded by Mr. Flora, to recommend that the Plan be 

considered consistent with the planning and zoning of the neighboring units of 

government in Kalamazoo County but recommend that the colors in the zoning and 

future land use maps be changed to better match the colors that are normally used in these 

types of maps. The current colors could cause confusion for people reading the map. 

 

Vote by roll call, motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Discussion: Review of the proposed Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan 

(Plan) Amendments. 

a) Review of Amendments 1 & 2, process and timelines 

Staff outlined how the Waste Nor Recycling LLC amendment application 
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(Amendment 1) was reviewed at the KMCPC December 3, 2020 meeting and was 

recommended to move forward for review and approval by the Solid Waste 

Management Planning Committee. 

 

The day of the December 3 KMCPC meeting, another application was received from 

Best Way Disposal, Inc. for a separate amendment (Amendment 2). The KMCPC 

decided at the December meeting not to review or comment on the application as 

there had been no time for review it in advance. The application was to increase the 

footprint of Best Way’s current facility and add recycling activities (not a request to 

recycle building materials as in Amendment 1). 

 

The Solid Waste Management Planning Commission (SWMPC) met in January and 

approved the language for both Amendment 1 and 2 for public review, which is the 

next step in the amendment process. SWMPC ended up sidestepping the KMCPC 

review for Amendment 2 and approve the language for both amendments as 

presented. The amendments are independent of each other, but are moving 

concurrently through the public review process that started on January 4 and ends on 

April 5, 2021. 

 

No public comment for either amendment has been received at this time, except for a 

1-page memo from Best Way Disposal that outlines the project. 

 

Staff reviewed the EGLE Plan amendment flow chart and noted that the next step is 

the Public Hearing on March 17. All comments received will be reviewed at the April 

21 meeting of the SWMPC. If language is approved at that time, the next step is to 

take the amendments to the County Board of Commissioners’ meeting, who in turn 

may approve the draft Plan amendments to go to the townships for their review. 

 

If 67% of the townships approve the amendments, the draft Plan will then be 

submitted to EGLE for review and approval. EGLE’s approval is the final step in the 

process. The feedback loops in the flowchart show how the draft gets returned to the 

previous step if not approved in each step. 

 

Staff will forward timeline of steps to the KMCPC members. 

 

Members noted that there has been reports of yard signs and people carrying sign 

against the project in the vicinity of the site. Staff noted that no opposing public 

comment has been received. Staff stated that information about the amendments had 

been added to the County website’s News tab and Public Notices tab, in addition to 

the information already there on the SWMPC link on the Planning Department’s 

webpage and the formal public hearing notices in the Kalamazoo Gazette and Mlive. 

 

Chair stated that the Kalamazoo Township Planning Committee already held a public 

hearing and approved the site plan, contingent on several items, including the 

approval of Amendment 1. There are also still several other opportunities for the 
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public to comment during the next steps of the process. 

 

b) Preparing for Public Hearing of the proposed Amendments hosted by KMCPC on 

March17, 2021. 

Staff reviewed the public hearing process that is expected on March 17. The SWMPC 

will start their meeting after the Public Hearing is over. 

 

VIII. Parks Commission liaison update 
No update. 

 

IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) update 

SMPC last meeting was cancelled, but they are on track to receive a grant from the 

Economic Department of Commerce in support of economic development activities. The 

grant deals with capacity building in supply chain and broadband. SMPC is hosted at the 

Upjohn Institute of Employment Research which is a highly valuable resource in many 

ways. The total grant is worth $350,000, with $270,000 coming from the federal 

government and the rest from the Institute. 

 

X. Correspondence/Staff reports 

1. Staff gave an update on members whose terms are ending (Carahaly and Janssen). Current 

members will serve until the previous members are re-appointed or new members are 

appointed. 

2. County Advisory Board Guidelines. 

New members are requested to fill out the last page, which is the signature page that states 

that they have read the guidelines. Staff will contact the members that need to sign. 

 

XI. Other 

Discussion regarding alternate members. Based on guidance from County legal counsel, 

the alternate does not have voting rights since the KMCPC bylaws are silent on 

alternates. Chair noted that it may be a good time to review and update the bylaws. Some 

members stated that they did not think the issue was urgent. Staff stated that advisory 

board bylaws are currently being discussed more generally by County Administration. 

Staff will report back when more specific guidance regarding bylaws has been received.  

 

XII. Board member Comments 

Chair Carahaly mentioned that the new County Commissioner liaison to SMPC is 

Commissioner Tami Rey. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

Ms. Eickholt made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 

8:11 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

KMCPC-hosted public hearing on March 17, 2021 at 7 pm 

Next KMCPC regularly scheduled meeting: April 1, 2021 at 7 pm. 


